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Introduction:  

Essays in the Historical Interpretation of the 

Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 

Yuliya Yurchuk and Andreas Umland 

This is the second installment of a series of thematic JSPPS sections 

dedicated to the memory and history of the Organization of Ukrain-

ian Nationalists (OUN) as well as its military arm, the Ukrainian In-

surgent Army (UPA).1 The present foreword is also the second intro-

duction to this topic. It is thus shorter than, and will not repeat what 

we have already outlined in, the first special section’s introduction 

which is freely available online.2  

The papers of the first section focused on some contentious 

issues in the memory of the OUN-UPA and their comparatively in-

formed interpretation.3 They also tackled questions of these 

                                                      
1  JSPPS herewith invites proposals for further special sections for its subseries 

“Issues in the History and Memory of the OUN.” Such proposals’ contents and 
composition should follow the example of the two paper collections presented 
in the previous JSPPS issue and here. 

2  Andreas Umland and Yuliya Yurchuk, “Introduction: The Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) in Post-Soviet Ukrainian Memory Politics, Public 
Debates, and Foreign Affairs,” Journal of Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and So-
ciety 3, no. 2 (2017): 115–28, https://www.academia.edu/36059737/The_Organiz 
ation_of_Ukrainian_Nationalists_OUN_in_Post_Soviet_Ukrainian_Memory_P 
olitics_Public_Debates_and_Foreign_Affairs (accessed 16 April 2018). This sec-
ond introduction, like the one to the first special section within this series, does 
not list many of the previous scholarly studies on this section’s topic in as far as 
most of the relevant articles and books are listed in the two special sections’ 
papers’ footnotes. We are very grateful to Julie Fedor for her extremely careful 
and patient final editing of the contributions to these two special sections (in-
cluding this introduction). Responsibility for any remaining imprecisions and 
misinterpretations here and below lies, however, solely with the respective 
texts’ authors. 

3  Per Anders Rudling, “Yushchenko’s Fascist: The Bandera Cult in Ukraine and 
Canada;” Yaroslav Hrytsak, “Ukrainian Memory Culture Post-1991: The Case of 
Stepan Bandera;” Yuliya Yurchuk, “Rivne’s Memory of Taras Bul’ba-Borovets’: A 




